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TO: EA MR. HOLBROOKE 


FROM: EA/J - NICHOLAS PLATT 


1 . IKEDA MISSION (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

AMBASSADOR TOGO WILL ACCOMPANY IKEDA (MITSUI), MASUDA 
(MITI) AND SIX OTHER LEADERS OF THE "SPOKESMAN GROUP"' TO 
CALL ON DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER AT 10:00 ON MONDAY, 
MARCH 13, TO BEGIN THE TWO-DAY VISIT. THE GROUP WILL MEET 
WITH SOLOMON (TREASURY), TRADE SUBCOMMITTEE OF HOUSE WAYS 
AND MEANS COMMITTEE, SENATE FINANCE AND FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEES, AMBASSADOR STRAUSS, SECRETARY MARSHALL, SECRE- 
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TARY KREPS, AND WITH AFL-CIO LEADERS. A MEETING OF THE 
TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE AT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
LEVEL IS SCHEDULED. THREE CASES (COMPUTERS/DATA PROCESS- 
ING, TOBACCO AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT) ARE TENTATIVELY ON THE 
AGENDA. THESE CASES HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BY FIRMS VIRGIN TO 
THE JAPANESE MARKETS. IF WE CAN MAKE SUCCESS STORIES HERE, 
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OTHER MORE EXPERIENCED FIRMS SHOULD BE PERSUADED THE GOJ 
MEANS BUSINESS. 

2. PM STUDY ON JAPANESE DEFENSE IMPROVEMENTS (SECRET) 

PM HAS PUT TOGETHER A THINK PIECE WHICH THROWS OUT SOME 
IDEAS ON HOW TO IMPROVE JAPAN'S DEFENSE POSTURE AND US- 
JAPAN SECURITY COOPERATION. IT IS A FORMIDABLY THICK 
DOCUMENT BUT IS WELL- WRITTEN AND CONTAINS SOME THOUGHT- 
PROVOKING IDEAS (E.G., A TRUCK-MOUNTED HARPOON MISSILE FOR 
SHORE AND STRAITS DEFENSE). IT SHOULD SERVE AS A WORTH- 
WHILE BASIS FOR INTRA USG DISCUSSION. SOME PROPOSALS MAY 
EVENTUALLY BE APPROPRIATE FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE JAPA- 
NESE. PM HAS ASKED EA, DOD AND NSC FOR COMMENTS BY LATE 
MARCH. A COPY IS ALSO ENROUTE TO THE EMBASSY. 

3. GOJ FEELER ON ADVANCE PAYMENT FOR US ENRICHMENT 
SERVICES (CONFIDENTIAL) 

THE FOREIGN OFFICE INFORMALLY ASKED E/C MINISTER BUTTON 
LAST WEEK HOW THE US WOULD REGARD AN OFFER BY JAPANESE 
UTILITIES TO PREPAY THE COSTS OF URANIUM ENRICHMENT SERVICES 
TO BE PERFORMED IN THE US. THE EFFECT WOULD BE TO CONCEN- 
TRATE SEVERAL HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS' INCOME IN THE NEAR- 
TERM. WE ARE RE-EXAMINING WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICES IN EB, 

OES AND STR THE DESIRABILITY OF SUCH A COSMETIC "FIX 1 ' OF 
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THE BILATERAL TRADE FIGURES AND EXPECT TO HAVE A DRAFT 
RESPONSE READY FOR UNDER SECRETARY COOPER'S CONSIDERATION 
WHEN HE RETURNS TO WASHINGTON IN THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK. 

4. BELATED KUDO(CONFIDENTIAL) 

TOKYO 3093 IS A FIRST-RATE ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MINISTER 
SONODA'S FIRST THREE MONTHS IN OFFICE. IT NOTES SONODA'S 
ACTIVIST APPROACH, HIS ASSERTIVE LEADERSHIP AND HIS TENDEN- 
CY ON OCCASION TO SHOOT FROM THE HIP. IT ALSO POINTS OUT, 
HOWEVER, THAT TO DATE HE HAS TENDED TO FOLLOW THE LEAD OF 
HIS FOREIGN MINISTRY ADVISORS. NVANCE 
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